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Surveillance can dangerously reconcile medicine and security
Emilio Mordini
Director of the Centre for Science, Society and Citizenship, Italy
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From the historical point of view the origin of public health lies undoubtedly in military medicine.
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What does frighten us?

;& UVVWXUVVF.! <$! 807&,#$1! 0! <-1$! 3,08$! 37(>$/.1,088-&6! '#$! ($80'S1! 4(*Y$,"I SBS3$0(,#! 4(*Y$,'T *
=-*$'#-,08! -948-,0'-&3! *)! 68*=08-20"-*BD$! 3$&'1 0! Z7$3'-*&&0-($! "*1 0=*7"1 [VV! $04$('3! -&! U\!
FT&(-$3

1, *(1-&61"10180(6$190Y*(-'/1*)I$O4$('3INVQ.1-&)$, -*7311-3303$310($!'#$19*3'1-94%('0&’! #088$86%!
($80'$1! '*! #$08'#:1 |($! 'H#S(S! 0&/! 3,-$&"-)-,1 6(*7&13! ™! '#-&2! 'HOH ($-& 8-$3! #$! 90-&! #($0' "*1
#7908/ !

&I'#SISA V3. I'#$190-&1)$0(1*) 9S8 B($ & 7,850(1=*9=R0& 1! '#$!=$6-&&-&6!*)1014*3'104* 08/4'-,1$(0:!
"*10/.! <$! '#-&?! <$! O($! 4*'$&'-088/! $&10&6S($1! =/! 0&! -&)$,'-*73! ,0'03'(*4#%$:! B$I$9=$(! '‘#$!
($3*78&1-&6!#$018-&$3!0=*TH'BND88$1! SO01! *<!1-3$03$T:1 J#*1 1-$11*)I'#$1 S901! ,*<11-3$03$T !
a-110&/=*1/10"1088! 1-$! *)! -'_1I$! 1*1 &*'1 #0>$! 0&/! 3,-$&'-)-,! $>-1$&,$! "*! $3'0=8-3#! '‘#0'l '‘#$! #790&!
34%$,-8-310))$,'$11=/137 #!011-3$0%%

"#$! 03$1%)1+]B+11$9*&3'(0'$11*7 (14(*6($33!-&14($>S$&6! #$!34($01-&6!%)1-&)$,'-*7311-3$03$3:10*3'!
-8)$,'$1! 4$*48%! 8->$1! -&! %#-&0:11&! 09*7&' *)I EVA[!,03$3! #03! =$$&! ($4*('$1.10,,*(1-&6! 41 IDI
=$'<$$&! UVVU! 0&1! UVV[:! J$! &&!'0821 0=*7"1 0! '(7$! $4-1$9-,:! :&1$$1.! +]B+! ($90-&$1! 0! 8% 08!
$4-1$9-,:1]140&1$9-,1<*7811,073$!)0(190&/!19*($! 1$0'#3I'#0&! #S$I SUEI<#*I#0> S =$$&! ($4*('$1!-&![!
/$0(3:13$!,08&! &*'- $I'HO'1 #76$! 950831 <$($! 1$>*$1!'*1)-6#1'#$! -&)$,-*73!'#($0":1;&!]3-0.1 4$*48$!
<$($!,*&)-&S$1I'*10-(4*('3:1%*94783*(/19$1-,08! #$,219$037($31#01! *1 =$! $&)*(,$1.1 &*'| 9H&'-*&!
'"#$1)-&08&,-0810&119$1-,08!,*3'1*)1 +]B+:1:&! %08&01-0&! #*34-'083! <0-'-&6! 8-3'3.10&! 0=3*87'$! 4(-*(-'/! <03!
6->$&!"14$*48$IN3744*3$18/Q137))$(-&6!) (*91+]B+:

2 http://www.bigproject.org/

3 http://rarediseases.about.com/od/rarediseases1/a/vcjd.htm

—> ESPACE ETHIQUE 2

75N -
\VVRL 2y Organisation
372 mondiale de la Santé

> CENTRE COLLABORATEUR POUR L'ETHIQUE



J#0',0&!=$!30-110=*7"140&1$9-,1)87_!;! *7811 Z7*$!'#$! 1-($,*(!1*)! 0! #*34-'08!8*,0'$1! -&! c'HO4-
<#*11$3,(-=$1I'#$!($4*('$1!3-,7&$33!*)!10!17,?!103!0!=8$33-&6:!1)!,*7(3$.1&*1#790&!,03$!<03!-&>*8>$1:!
d7'1'#$!3-,?2117,?!-&! c'#-*4-0! (0-3$1!#76$! 0"$&'-*&! 0&1! 0! 4**(1#*34-'08! -&! C'#-*4-0! ($,$->$1! #$84! -1
*HP(<-3$!<*7811&$>$(1#03H0 1!

Epidemiological and military considerations to be mixed again

Dealing with the pandemic risk, we face serious political issues. Carl Schmitt, a German
philosopher, wrote: “the sovereign is him who decides about the state of exception”. In other
words, the one who can suspend the law has sovereignty.

Is emergency situations, the ordinary balance of powers is replaced by a state of exception. Who
has the right to declare the state of exception?
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Medicine and science at the service of security
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Everybody knows that more and more surveillance data is available. This focus on data gathering
has to be paralleled with profiling and category of risk setting. For example, one could mention the
risks of infection, or terrorism.
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