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Infectious diseases, public health and security 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From the historical point of view the origin of public health lies undoubtedly in military medicine. 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What does frighten us? 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Epidemiological and military considerations to be mixed again 

Dealing  with  the  pandemic  risk,  we  face  serious  political  issues.  Carl  Schmitt,  a  German 

philosopher,  wrote:  “the  sovereign  is  him  who  decides  about  the  state  of  exception”.  In  other 
words, the one who can suspend the law has sovereignty. 

Is emergency situations, the ordinary balance of powers is replaced by a state of exception. Who 
has the right to declare the state of exception? 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Medicine and science at the service of security 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Everybody knows that more and more surveillance data is available. This focus on data gathering 

has to be paralleled with profiling and category of risk setting. For example, one could mention the 
risks of infection, or terrorism. 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